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''He was one of the most accurate shots I ever saw ... shot his rifle mostly from his side or 
hip, very seldom bringing the gun to his shoulder." . Heck Thomas talking about Bob 
Dalton's shooting ability. (Fredrick Heck Thomas). 

The Dalton Gang was made up of Gratton Hanley Dalton, Robert Rennick Dalton, and 
Emmett Dalton, three out of eight brothers. Two of the eight remaining five brothers 
were Bill and Frank Dalton, who were not in the gang but rather a deputy marshal, and a 
state politician. While growing up the boys heard stories about their famous half-cousins, 
Bob, Jim and Cole Younger, who were in the James Gang when the Daltons kids. They 
also had another cousin John Younger, who was not in the James Gang. (Fredrick The 
Dalton Gang). 

The future gang members came mostly from the mid west or the south and drifted to the 
territories. The gang members were Grat, Bob and Emmett Dalton, Bill Doolin, William 
St. Power, Dick Broadwell, Charlie Pierce, George Newcomb and Charlie Bryant. Grat 
Dalton moved to California but came back to Indian Territory after his brother Frank 
Dalton was shot and killed. Soon after he came back he took over being deputy marshal 
for his deceased brother. 

Bob also was a deputy marshal for Federal Court in Wichita, Kansas, working in the 
Osage Nation. He also served on some of his brother Frank's posses. 

Emmett Dalton worked on some of his brothers posses but earned most of his living 
working on the Bar X Bar Ranch near the Pawnee Agency. While working on the Bar X 
Bar Ranch, he met the future gang members, Bill Doolin and William St. Power. William 
St. Power drifted into the territories from Texas. Not much is known about William St. 
Power. 

William (Bill) Doolin was born in 1858 in Johnson City, Arkansas. In 1881 at the age of 
twenty-three he drifted west working odd jobs. He worked in Caldwell Kansas. Where 
he met Oscar D. Halsall. Oscar Halsall hired Bill to work for him on his ranch on the 
Cimarron River in Oklahoma. Bill soon became Oscar's top hand. 

Dick Broadwell came from a prominent family near Hutchinson, Kansas. He staked a 
claim in Oklahoma Territory in the cowboy flats area. While there he fell in love with a 
young lady who owned the homestead next to his. They got married and moved to Fort 
Worth Texas, where she disappeared with their money. Dick returned to the territories 
and worked on ranches. 



Charlies Pierce was from Blue River County in Missouri. He fled to Indian Nations to 
avoid trouble in Missouri. He later settled in Pawnee Country. He also spent time in jail 
for whiskey peddling in Fort Smith. 

George (Bitter Creek) Newcomb came from Fort Scott Kansas. At the age of 12, he 
became a cowboy working for the C.C. Slaughter on the Long S Ranch in Texas. He later 
drifted into the territories. Charlie Bryant, better known as Black Faced Charlie got his 
nick-name from a powder burn on his check. Charlie came from Wise County, Texas. 
(Fredrick The Dalton Gang). 

These men did many smaller crimes that were committed before the Dalton brothers 
formed the gang. While serving as head of the Osage police, Bob Dalton was accused of 
selling whiskey. Grat Dalton also got in trouble with the law at the same time and they 
were both dismissed as officers. Although they were not officers they still worked in 
posses. While they were working in posses, pay was slow in coming. In July 1890, Bob, 
Grat, and Emmett were accused of stealing horses near Claremore, Indian Territory, and 
selling them in Kansas . . After this Bob and Emmett left for California while Grat was 
arrested and placed in jail, he was later released due to lack of evidence. He later met up 
with his brothers Bob and Emmett. (Fredrick The Dalton Gang). 

After all of these small crimes Bob, Grat and Emmett Dalton moved on to bigger things 
with their other brother Bill. On February 1891, they robbed the Southern Pacific rail 
road train at Alila, California. The Daltons were accused. Bob and Emmett escaped back 
to Indian Territory, while Grat and Bill stayed were captured. While Emmett and Bob 
were in Indian Territory they hooked up with Emmitt's old ranching buddies, Charlie 
Bryant and George Bitter Creek Newcomb, to rob the train at Warton, Oklahoma 
Territory, in May of 1891. They stole 1,745 dollars. Afterward Charlie Bryant became ill 
and was taken to a doctor in Hennessy Oklahoma Territory. After Charlie's recovery he 
was arrested. Charlie later escaped and joined the gang. (Fredrick The Dalton Gang). 

Now that they were known in the territories they teamed up with William St. Powers, 
(alias Bill Powers), Dick Broadwell, Charlies Pierce and Bill Doolin. Grat and Bill were 
still in jail. On September, 1891, they entered a Katy train at Leliatta, near Wagoner, I.T. 
They made off'with 2,500 dollars. Later, on July, 1891, a jury found Grat guilty of the 
Alila robbery. On September, 1891, Grat escaped and later joined up with the gang. In 
May, 1892, the Dalton brothers teamed up with Pierce, Newcomb, Powers, Broadwell, and 
Doolin to form the Dalton Gang. (Fredrick The Dalton Gang). 

On June, 1892, they were all set to rob the Red Rock Train Station. After getting there 
and sensing something was wrong they were going to leave then another train appeared. 
They boarded it, proceeded to rob it and left with only fifty dollars. Their instincts were 
right, the other train was full of armed guards guarding 70,000 dollars. After this the 
Dalton Gang had a trademark, wearing masks and caring Winchester guns. (Fredrick The 
Dalton Gang). 



On July, 1892, the Dalton Gang held up the Missouri, Kansas and Texas train in Adair I.T. 
As the train stopped two gang members boarded the engine, while the others covered the 
conductor and the train engineer. The station operator was taken to the express car where 
he ordered the messenger inside to open up. The messenger refused so the gang had the 
train's fire man break the door down. After they got inside they quickly opened the safe 
and proceeded to take the money. On the train that day was 1.1. Kinney, chief of rail road 
detectives, and Captain 1.H. LaF ore, chief of the Cherokee Indian Police, who were in 
command and eight rail road guards. They figured out the train was being robbed so they 
got off where the Dalton Gang was going to get off. When the gang did get off, there was 
a brief gun battle. During this battle two by-standers were shot, Doctor W.L. Goff and 
Doctor Youngblood. Captain LaFore and Captain Kinney were also wounded in the gun 
battle. After this robbery the rail road put out a 5,000 dollar reward for each participant in 
this robbery. After Adair the gang split up and went their own ways. It would be 
approximatly six months before some of the former gang members would try again. 
(Fredrick The Train Robbery). 

Coffeyville, I. T., was a new town and a wild hang-out for bootleggers peddling illegal 
whiskey into Indian Territory. The townspeople had made some negative remarks about 
the Dalton's which made Bob Dalton angry and want revenge. The townspeople did not 
see the Dalton Gang as "heroic figures" or as "local boys who made it big" . Coffeyville in 
1892 had a number of thriving businesses, they had two prosperous banks, the First 
National on Union Street and theC.M. Condon Co. across the street. There were also 
three separate railroads going through Coffeyville. The two prosporus banks close to 
each other would make it easier for the gang to rob both banks at once. (Bruns 72-73). 

On October 5, 1892, Bob, Grat and Emmett Dalton, along with veteran bandits, Dick 
Boardwell, William St. Powers who was using an alias of Tim Evans. Bill Doolin also 
came with them but before they rode into Coffeyville, Bill said that his horse went lame, so 
Bill stayed behind. Five gang members ,heavily armed, road into town wearing fake 
mustaches and whiskers. Yet, after dis-mounting their horses, the townspeople 
recognized them. (Bruns 73). 

Bob and Emmett entered the lobby oft~firstNational Bank while Grat,William St. 
Powers and Dick Boardwell went into the Condon Bank. After figuring out'the . gang , s . ~ . . 
identities some of the townsmen went to the hardware store to get guns. Shortly after 
they entered Bob and Emmett, left the banlc with a sack filled with 20,000 dollars. As they 
left they used the bank employees as human shields. Gr~. 'William St. Power, C)lldDick 
Baordwellieft the other bank too and the shoot out began. Likethe James Gang 'at .. 
Northfield, the Dalton"s were surrounded by gun shots. They'SOOn made theirw;;ty irtto:an 
alley across· the: street from the banks, which would soon be ck.ibed Death Alley. " f"&ruh.s 
73-74). ' I ' , ' .: 

As the gang dis-mounted their horses and tried to make a get-a-way they were surrounded 
by townsmen on aU sides. )ohn Kloehr, one of the towns best shots, maneijvered himself 



behind the fence where the gang tied their horses, a positiop. only a few feet away from 
Bob Dalton, the leader. As John was aiming at Bob, Bob turned around only to take a 
bullet in the stomach, he fell offhis horse and died, John Kloehr also shot Grat in the 
throat. A wounded Emmett grabbed the money sack from Bob and lurched crazily toward 
the end of the alley to see a dead William St. Power. A few seconds later Dick Boardwell 
fell off his horse onto Maple Street dead. Only Emmett was alive, even though he was 
shot in both of his legs, his right hip and arm, and twelve buck shots in his back. After 
Emmett withered to the ground all the shooting stopped. (Bruns 74-77). 

After all the shooting stopped the townspeople began cutting offlocks of Bob Dalton's 
hair, and poking at the holes in the gang members bodies .. People were also having their 
pictures taken with the dead bodies of the gang members. After the crowd cleared, the 
local photographers put the bodies in a position that would go in the newspapers and 
history books. (Bruns 77). 

Emmett was moved to a boarding house called the Farmer's Home to recover from his 
wounds. While recovering Emmett told a reporter, "Bob wanted to lower Jesse James 
record. I tried to persuade him not to try it, but did not succeed, as he had a grudge 
against the town and wanted revenge for what he had heard the people here were saying 
and trying to do about us." Some of the townspeople had talked about lynching Emmett 
but the doctor said that was a dumb idea because he was only expected to live for a few 
more hours. There was also some talk of amputating Emmitt's arm but he refused. 
Surprisingly over the next few days, Emmett's condition got better. After he recovered he 
went to court and was sentenced to prison for life in Lansing, Kansas, but was pardoned 
fifteen years later.(Bruns 77-78). 

Some deputies had their own opinion on the Dalton Gang. Chris Madsen, Chief Deputy 
of US . Marshall's Office in Oklahoma, thought that killing the boys was the only way to 
stop them permanently. Deputy Marshall Red Orrington called the Daltons "as fine 
fellows as I ever knew". Red also thought that they turned to a life of crime for "love of 
adventure". (Bruns 77). 

There were many, after the Coffeyville raid attempt,changes in the Dalton family, and in 
the other former gang members lives. Bill Dalton; Bob, Grat and Emmett's brother; 
dabbled in politics while his brothers robbed trains and banks. When he heard about his 
brother's deaths he rushed home to Kansas. After Coffeyville, because of the notoriety of 
his brothers his political career was ruined. Bill Doolin formed another gang called the 
Doolin-Dalton Gang. Bill Dalton joined the gang to seek revenge. (Bruns 78-79). 

Emmitt got out of prison in 1907 after serving 15 years of a 25 year sentence. Emmett 
wrote two books, Beyond the Law and When the Dalton's Rode, he also made a movie in 
Hollywood. In 1931 Emmett re-visited Coffeyville to "go over the old trails". While 
standing at the graves of his brothers and former gang members, Emmett said to a 
reporter, "I challenge the world to produce the history of an outlaw who ever got anything 
out of it but that or else be huddled in a prison cell". This was a new age of banditry 



Emmett said, but the lessons the same. "The machine gun may help them get away with it 
a little better and the motor car may help them in making an escape better than to ride on 
horse back, as we did, but it all ends the same way." (Bruns 78-79). 

Today, in Coffeyville tourists can still see "Death Alley", the Condon and Company Bank 
and the Graves of the gang members in Elmwood Cemetery. Also, at Coffeyville, tourists 
can come to the Dalton Museum at 1B East 8th Street, it stands adjacent to "Death 
Alley". The Dalton Museum was established in 1954. (Bruns 80). 
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~CharleSLeeYOUnger ~ 

~----------~- ~--------------~ 

Nancy Toney 
1st Wife 

Born: 2 children 

Sarah Sullivan Purcell 
2nd Wife 

Born: 6 children 

Henry Washington Y ounger ~ 

Cole Younger 
Jim Younger 

John Younger 
Bob Younger 

of the James/Younger Gang 

Parmelia Wilson 
Mistress 

Born: 9 children 

Adeline Wilson (Y ounger) Dalton I 

Frank Dalton 
Bill Dalton 

Gratton (Grat) Dalton 
Robert (Bob) Dalton 

Emmett Dalton 

the last three, of the Dalton Gang 

Elizabeth Simpson 
Slave 

Born: 2 children 


